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Finding of No Significant Impact

Jocko River Restoration- Bison Range Reach Project

Introduction

The attached Environmental Assessment (EA) analyzes the impacts of the Bison Range Reach
Restoration Project (Project or proposed action), located on the Flathead Indian Reservation near
Dixon, Montana (Sections 21, 22, and 27, Township 18 North, Range 21 West, Sanders County,
Montana, Montana Principle Meridian). The Project is proposed by the Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes (CSKT), with funding managed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). The EA was
prepared to meet the BIA’s responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act.

Agency Coordination and Public Outreach
The following agency coordination and public outreach occurred in the development of the EA:

o The CSKT Interdisciplinary Team was involved in identifying environmental issues, and
provided input on the proposed action and alternative design elements in response to
environmental concerns and issues.

e The CSKT Department of Engineering and Water Resources (DEWR) coordinated with Tribal
and federal environmental regulatory agencies on recommended resource protection
measures to avoid and minimize impacts to resources.

o DEWR presented the Project at the following meetings and events:

o Tribal Council district meeting in Dixon in spring 2024.

o DEWR Jocko Valley projects public meeting in October 2024.

o Tribal Elders Advisory Groups through the Kootenai Culture Committee and the Selis
Qlispe Culture Committee(SQCC) meetings.

o Hosted an onsite field visit with elders from the SQCC and the Tribal Historic
Preservation Office.

Finding of No Significant Impact

Based on the BIA’s review of the EA it was determined that the proposed action will not significantly
adversely impact the quality of the human environment. No environmental effects meet the definition
of significance in 40 CFR 1501.3, and an Environmental Impact Statement is not needed. This lack of
significance was determined using the context and intensity criteria presented in 40 CFR 1501.3(d),
as follows:

i.  Effects on public health and safety. The proposed action would not impact the health or safety
of the public, but there would be a potential temporary impact to construction worker safety as
Project vehicles and equipment would cross uncontrolled railroad crossings at each of the four
access locations. The Project would implement safety measures to avoid conflicts with trains
at the crossings (see EA Section 3.7.3, Transportation Networks).

i Effects on unique characteristics (historic and cultural resources, parks, Tribal sacred sites,
prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, ecologically critical areas).
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a.

The proposed action would temporarily restrict access to the Project area, which is
currently receives limited to moderate use for recreation, and for cultural activities such
as gathering plants. See the following EA Sections: 2.5, Cultural Resources; 2.7.1,
Hunting, Fishing, and Gathering, and 3.7.2, Recreation.

The proposed action would not have adverse impacts on prime farmland, wild and
scenic rivers, or ecologically critical areas, as there are no farming activities or
designated Wild and Scenic Rivers or ecologically critical areas within the Project area,
and farming activities adjacent to the Project area would not be adversely impacted.

The proposed action would temporarily result in a loss of wetlands and waterbodies
due to filling of the historic Jocko River channel, but there would be an estimated net
increase of over 30 acres of wetlands and waterbodies after Project construction. The
proposed action would also cause temporary impacts to water quality in the Jocko
River due to increased turbidity and sedimentation associated with the removal of
temporary culvert crossings, and activation of the new river channel. Best management
practices (BMPs) to protect water quality would be implemented as part of the Project
conservation measures, and the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. CSKT worked
with the CSKT Shoreline Protection Program, CSKT Water Quality Program, and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to obtain the applicable permits, to minimize impacts,
and to ensure there is a net benefit to wetlands and waterbodies. See the following EA
Sections: 3.2.1 Surface Water, and 3.2.4, Waters of the U.S. Including Wetlands.

Vegetation would be temporarily and permanently adversely affected by the removal
vegetation, including overstory trees. After revegetation there would be a permanent
beneficial impact to vegetation through the active restoration of upland, wetland, and
floodplain areas. The Project would follow the Vegetation Enhancement and
Management Plan, which includes measures to manage invasive weeds. See EA
Section 3.4.1, Vegetation and Invasive Weeds.

iii. Consistency with Federal, State, Tribal, or local laws. The proposed action is consistent with
all Federal, State, Tribal, or local laws. CSKT worked with the following Tribal and Federal
agencies to obtain all applicable environmental permits and concurrences:

a.
b.

CSKT Shoreline Protection Program (Aquatic Lands Conservation Ordinance permit).

CSKT Water Quality Program (Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality
Certification).

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Clean Water Act Section 404 permits).

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (ESA Section 7 consultation and Bald Eagle General
Disturbance Permit).

Environmental Protection Agency National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(Construction General Stormwater permit).
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Uncertainty of potential effects. There are no potential effects to the human environment from
the proposed action that are highly uncertain.

Effects on resources listed or eligible for listing under the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP). See EA Section 3.5, Cultural Resources. The Tribal Preservation Department (TPD)
determined that the proposed action would not have any adverse effects to resources listed or
eligible for listing under the NRHP, or to Tribal cultural resources. If NRHP-listed or eligible
resources, or Tribal cultural resources are discovered during construction, work will stop and
the contractor will follow the procedures listed in the cultural clearance letters provided by TPD
(see EA Attachment E).

Effects on endangered or threatened species or habitat. See EA Section 3.4.3, Threatened,
Endangered, and Special Status Species. The CSKT Wildlife Department prepared a
Biological Assessment (BA, see EA Attachment D) to analyze effects to federally listed
species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service concurred with the findings of the BA, and
prepared a concurrence letter for species other than Bull Trout, and a Biological Opinion for
Bull Trout and Bull Trout critical habitat. With the implementation of the proposed conservation
measures, BMPs, and regulatory requirements, the proposed action would potentially cause
minor adverse temporary impacts to threatened and endangered species. The Project would
be expected to result in permanent major beneficial impacts to these species and their habitat
through the expansion and enhancement of aquatic and riparian habitat along the lower Jocko
River.

Effects on communities with environmental justice concerns. See EA Section 3.6.1,
Environmental Justice. The proposed action would not disproportionately cause adverse
impacts to communities with environmental justice concerns.

Effects on rights of Tribal Nations. See EA Section 3.8.5, Indian Trust Assets. The proposed
action would not adversely effect the rights of Tribal Nations. The proposed action would
support the rights of the CSKT to implement watershed restoration activities on the Flathead
Indian Reservation, per historic treaty rights, and in line with their watershed management
plans and the CSKT-Montana Water Compact.

In addition to the review of the above significance criteria as specified in 40 CFR 1501.3, the
proposed action will not contribute to cumulatively significant environmental effects when combined
with other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable future actions (see EA Section 3.9, Cumulative
Impacts).
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